
  

Elder Abuse LibGuide  
The purpose of this guide is to introduce academic library patrons to the issue of elder abuse. Sources will 
include academic publications as well as popular publications necessary for a broad overview of the topic.   
     

Searching For Elder Abuse Research 
Since the publication of the first related 
academic research in 1975, elder abuse 
has become a growing area of study 
among academics  with new research 
being released constantly. Here are 
some good academic databases to help 
start a literature review.  
 
PubMed is one of the most 
comprehensive medical databases 
available.  
 
Web of Science is another good 
resource for science-related research. 
 
PsychInfo is a database of psychology 
resources.  
 
Academic Search Complete contains 
academic research from multiple 
disciplines.  
 
ProQuest Congressional can help you 
find federal hearings and committee 
information related to elder abuse.  
 
ProQuest Dissertations and Theses 
Global will show early career research 
that has been done on elder abuse. 
 
Social Work Abstracts introduces  
research on aging and social service 
needs.    
 
SAGE Research Methods Online can 
help identify research methods used in 
social and health science academic 
research.  

Defining Elder Abuse 
“Elder abuse” can be defined in a variety of ways. This section will 
provide definitions of elder abuse as determined by national 
organizations that work in this area. It is important to note that 
academic researchers may define elder abuse in more specific 
terms in order to serve the need of their research, although all 
definitions will include the same basic elements.  
 
The National Center on Elder Abuse, a service of the federal 
Administration on Aging, does not provide a universal definition 
of elder abuse, but does promote the following definitions: 
 
Elder Justice Road Map defines it as “Physical, sexual, or 
psychological abuse, as well as neglect, abandonments, and 
financial exploitation of an older person by another person or 
entity, that occurs in any setting (e.g. home, community, or 
facility), either in a relationship where there is an expectation of 
trust and/or when an older person is targeted based on age or 
disability.” 
 
National Academy of Sciences defines it as "Intentional actions 
that cause harm or create a serious risk of harm (whether or not 
harm is intended) to a vulnerable elder by a caregiver or other 
person who stands in a trust relationship to the elder. This 
includes failure by a caregiver to satisfy the elder’s basic needs 
or to protect the elder from harm.” 
 
The Centers of Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) defines it 
as an "intentional act or failure to act by a caregiver or another 
person in a relationship involving an expectation of trust that 
causes or creates a serious risk of harm to an older adult.” 
 
The National Clearinghouse on Abuse in Later Life (NCALL) also 
provides information on defining elder abuse and abuse in later 
life (which includes elder abuse). 
 

The American Bar Association tracks state by state legal 
definitions of elder abuse and related terms. Terms vary by 
jurisdiction.  
 
 

 
 

https://www-ncbi-nlm-nih-gov.proxy.lib.utk.edu:2050/pubmed?dr=citation&otool=utklib
http://apps.webofknowledge.com.proxy.lib.utk.edu:90/WOS_GeneralSearch_input.do?product=WOS&search_mode=GeneralSearch&SID=6CGjIa7eDWlIBh94EsX&preferencesSaved=
https://search-proquest-com.proxy.lib.utk.edu:2050/psycinfo/advanced?accountid=14766
http://web.a.ebscohost.com.proxy.lib.utk.edu:90/ehost/search/advanced?vid=0&sid=9a511097-6eb6-419d-815d-75b538689ece%40sessionmgr4008
https://congressional-proquest-com.proxy.lib.utk.edu:2050/profiles/gis/search/advanced/advanced?accountid=14766
https://search-proquest-com.proxy.lib.utk.edu:2050/pqdtglobal?accountid=14766
https://search-proquest-com.proxy.lib.utk.edu:2050/pqdtglobal?accountid=14766
http://ovidsp.tx.ovid.com.proxy.lib.utk.edu:90/sp-3.27.1a/ovidweb.cgi?QS2=434f4e1a73d37e8c79e5d8c142641a5463a77cd6aaaef60526428fca0fd1024b0ce32e1d6fbbfee9527116890a603d0645004871a77d5dbd081d71662d9f3848df29e1426f63d231bbdc7cf25db6ade009b412f80daaafd6acf544
http://methods.sagepub.com.proxy.lib.utk.edu:90/
https://ncea.acl.gov/whatwedo/research/statistics.html#defined
http://www.justice.gov/file/852856/download
https://utk-almaprimo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/primo-explore/fulldisplay?docid=01UTK_ALMA21222799990002311&context=L&vid=01UTK&search_scope=OneSearch&tab=default_tab&lang=en_US
https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/ea_book_revised_2016.pdf
http://www.ncall.us/defining-abuse-in-later-life-and-elder-abuse/
file:///C:/Users/John/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/IE/MU3C353U/APS_IA_LTCOP_Citations_Chart.authcheckdam.pdf


 

Elder Abuse Word Clouds  
What words are most prominent on 

elder abuse awareness websites? 
 

National Clearinghouse on  
Abuse in Later Life 

     
National Center on Elder Abuse 

 
 

Elder Justice Initiative  
 

 
 

These word choices may be helpful in 
formulating search queries related to 

the field of elder abuse research.  

Elder Abuse & Diversity: The All Welcoming Scourge  
Evidence suggests that no community is immune from elder 
abuse. Some communities face additional barriers to reporting 
or receiving help around the issue of elder abuse. Organizations 
serving diverse older adults have websites that can be helpful 
starting points for researching this topic among specific groups. 
 
SAGE is an aging advocacy organization dedicated to the 
service of LGBT seniors. 
 
End Abuse of People With Disabilities seeks to advocate for 
people with disabilities through increased attention, 
prevention efforts, inclusion, and education.  
 
National Hispanic Council on Aging work to on aging issues as 
they relate to the Hispanic community.  
 
The UN Refugee Agency has information and resources on 
older refugees. 
 
The Diverse Elders Coalition promotes the concerns of older 
adults for the communities mentioned above as well as others.  

Elder Abuse Statistics 
Looking for elder abuse statistics? Take a look at these sources. 
 
The National Center for Victims of Crime has helpful statistics 
on elder victimization.   
 
The National Center on Elder Abuse has a wide variety of 
statistics available.  
 
The National Council on Aging is another source.  
 
For more statistics, try variations of the following searches in the 
databases mentioned on this guide's homepage.   

((Older Adult OR elder* OR senior* OR age* OR aging) AND 

(abuse OR mistreat* OR exploit* OR crime OR victim) AND 

(statistic* OR stats OR data OR analy* OR measure* OR Facts))  

 
 Why Elder Abuse? 
Why do researchers need to focus more attention on elder 
abuse? Because we are an aging society.  
 
2014 Census Report on Aging  
 
United Nations Population Fund on Ageing 
 
 Wikipedia on "The Silver Tsunami"  

https://www.sageusa.org/
https://www.endabusepwd.org/
http://www.nhcoa.org/
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/older-people.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/older-people.html
https://www.diverseelders.org/who-we-are/
file:///C:/Users/John/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/IE/GAXC2QL6/elder-abuse-statistics-2014.pdf
https://ncea.acl.gov/whatwedo/research/statistics.html
https://www.ncoa.org/public-policy-action/elder-justice/
file:///C:/Users/John/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/IE/Z2A474K6/p25-1140.pdf
http://www.unfpa.org/ageing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Silver_Tsunami

