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 MY WHY 

MARKIE LUTHER DONNA MEAGHER 



  
  

EMPTY PLACE 
AT THE TABLE 



    
     

    
    

   
     

     
     

     
  

     
      

     
  

    

Donna Meagher, my sister-in-law, 
was brutally murdered during a 
robbery 

Offenders petitioned for post-
conviction relief based on “new 
DNA evidence” and were released 
from prison after 22 years 
incarcerated 

Markie Luther, my nephew, was 
murdered, and my family had to 
relieve the experience through the 
court process again 

1996 2019 2021 

1994 2018 2020 

Offenders were convicted and 
sentenced to life without parole. 

Lobby for legislative action for Post-
Conviction DNA study 

Founded the Victim Support 
Network 

Timeline 











 
 
 

  

     
    

   

      
 

    

   

    
   

   

      
     

    

Victim 
Support 
Network 

Overview 

■ Development of network 

– Meetings with other victims to 
establish code of conduct, 
confidentiality and registration form 

■ Outreach to County Attorney offices across 
the state 

■ Met with the Governor’s office 

– Received letter of support 

■ Continued community education through 
MBCC and DOC 

■ Upcoming legislative session 

– Voice of victims together to provide 
public comment and raise awareness 
of victim's rights and issues 





   
                 

  

                  
           

 
  

      

What do victims experience? 
“Learning about the exoneration felt like the earth opened up and I got swallowed into a black 

hole.” (Crime Survivor) 

■ Navigating the criminal justice system might bring back negative feelings and trauma from the original crime. It might 
also have an impact on your family and other loved ones. 

– Anxiety 

– Increased stress 
– Sense of isolation 

– Fear 
– Confusion 

– Grief 
– Hopelessness 
– Disbelief 
– Loss of faith in the justice system 
– Anger 
– Self-Blame 

– Revictimization 
– Retraumatization 



BROCHURE 



   

        
      

     

         
    

      
       

    
  

      
    

What is the 
network? 

■ It’s not a 9-5 professional group, it’s real 
people; victim’s, family members, people in 
need of support, guidance and 
understanding. 

■ This is not a program for anyone to attempt 
to “fix” anyone else. 

■ Opportunity to connect with other individuals 
who have a shared experience through the 
criminal justice system, corrections, 
community services, etc. 

■ Crime victims, survivors, family, loved ones 
and those impacted by crime 



 

     
      

     
     

        

       

         
    

PEER RUN 

■ “…offer emotional support, share knowledge, 
teach skills, provide practical assistance, and 
connect people with resources, opportunities, 
communities of support, and other people” 

■ Peer support system for members to share and 
connect 

■ Join anytime regardless of when your victimization 
occurred 

■ No one or agency gains from your involvement in 
this program, but you. 



     
   

    
 

       
    

   

   
    

    
   

    
   

  
  

CONFIDENTIALITY 

Information made available 
through the network is 
confidential and is not 
available to the public 

21 
DOC does not release any 
information regarding the 
crime, the offender or 
circumstances. 
•It is your discretion to share what 

information you are comfortable 
with within the network. 

Members must sign Release 
of Information and 
Confidentiality Disclosure 
prior to participating 
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Required Forms 

Code of Conduct 

Release of Information 

Confidentiality Disclosure 

Please send these completed forms to DOC Victim Services 



  

         

        

                  
    

    

What happens next… 

•A member of the network will reach out to you to welcome you, or you can contact a 
3 member upon receiving the database 

1 
•Submit your information and signed documents to DOC Victim Services 

2 
•You will receive confirmation and copy of network database 

4 
•Private Facebook page available 



     
       
     

       
  

       
     

      
  

         
       

 

CONSIDERATIONS 

■ You can update your communication 
preferences at any time or terminate your 
involvement by contact DOC Victim Services. 

■ The network is currently word of mouth 
referral only. 

– Please do not advertise this program to 
maintain the integrity of the network. 

– Use your judgement when referring the 
program to others 

■ If you are aware of a conflict of interest 
within the group, please notify DOC Victim 
Services immediately. 



    

                 
 

          

                 

    

                

   

     

■ Is this a support group? 

– No, there is not mandatory support group meeting. However, if you and others decide to form one, 
you can! 

■ Do I have to participate right away or a minimum amount? 

– No, there is no participation requirement. You can participate as little or as frequent as you would 
like. 

■ Is my information kept confidential? 

– Yes, your information is only shared to members of the network who have signed the required 
forms. 

■ Can a minor/juvenile participate? 

– No, not at this time. 

FAQ’s 



       
         

       
        
        
  

       
       
        

      
         

     

Facebook 

■ *This is not the Victim Support Network 
Database.* This is a private group for those who 
are interested in relevant topics, information and 
referrals to the database. You must complete the 
required documents to be added to the Victim 
Support Network Database. 

■ The Victim Support Network is comprised of 
crime victims, survivors and those touched by 
crime throughout the state of Montana who have 
registered to share their information. The 
network is a peer support system for members to 
share and connect through lived experiences. 



   

      

      

     

      

  

How to Get 
Involved 

■ Stay informed on legislative bills and 
sessions 

■ Educate yourself about Montana Statute and 
Laws 

■ Speak with your local representative 

■ Exercise your voice during the legislative 
session 

■ Victim Support Network 



 

 

 

 

  

 

Contact us 

Founding Member 

Francis Meagher 

francismeagher@yahoo.com 

(406) 560-3619 

DOC Victim Services 

CORVictimLiaison@mt.gov 

(406) 444-0447 

mailto:CORVictimLiaison@mt.gov
mailto:francismeagher@yahoo.com
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