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2014 Selection Committee 

 
VIP Judges 

Steve McArthur, Director, 

Community Corrections 

Programs and Transportation 

Lorrie Henrie-Koski, 

Educator and Writing Project 

Consultant 

Kelly McIntosh, Executive 

Director, Women’s Resource 

Center 

Brenda Desmond, Standing 

Master 4th Judicial District 

Tara Jensen, Director, 

Missoula CASA 

Laura Obert, Broadwater 

County Commissioner 

 

 

Judges 

Nick Nyman, Chief Juvenile 

Probation Officer, 11th Judicial 

District 

Laura Singley, Chief Juvenile 

Probation Officer, 10th 

Judicial District 

Kindra Hageness, Chief 

Juvenile Probation Officer, 

19th Judicial District 

Chief Juvenile Probation 

Officer Sue Chvilicek, 6th 

Judicial District 

Lesa Maher, Deputy Juvenile 

Probation Officer, 6th Judicial 

District  

Tasha Stiner, Chief Juvenile 

Probation Officer 9th Judicial 

District 

Chief Juvenile Probation 

Officer Glen Welch, 4th 

Judicial District 

Marylyn Shovlin, Chief 

Juvenile Probation Officer, 

3rd Judicial District 

Jennifer Viets, Office of the 

Attorney General, Montana 

Nikki Anderson, Executive 

Director, ExplorationWorks 

Judge Mary Jane Knisely, 

13th Judicial District 

Shareen Springer, Executive 

Director, Center for 

Restorative Youth Justice 

Amy Schaer, Executive 

Director, InnerRoads 

Deb Bowser, Probation 

Program Assistant, 10th 

Judicial District 

Judge Kathy Bidegaray, 

District Court Judge, 7th 

Judicial District 

Dale Fleck, Director of 

Liturgical Music,  St. Helena 

Cathedral 

Emily Willis, VISTA, Juvenile 

Detention Alternatives, 13th 

Judicial District 

Erin Butts, School Mental 

Health Coordinator, Office of 

Public Instruction 

Judy Thompson, HRDC 

District 6 Board Member 

Brooke Marshall, Executive 

Director, Montana Board of 

Crime Control 

Julie Fischer, Juvenile Justice 

Specialist, State of Montana 

Donna Jean Pickett, Educator Gary Arnold, Educator and 

Administrator 

Teresa Rose, Educator and 

Administrator 

 

 

And a very special thanks to the following for their support of Do the Write Thing: 

 

Governor Steve Bullock and First Lady Lisa Bullock; the Kuwait-America Foundation; the 

National Campaign to Stop Violence; Marriott Foundation; Executive Director Brooke 

Marshall, Montana Board of Crime Control; the Youth Justice Advisory Council; Montana 

Board of Crime Control staff; ExplorationWorks; the Great Northern Carousel; the Montana 

Historical Society; O.P. and W.E. Edwards Foundation; Domino’s Pizza; the Big Dipper; and 

Southwest Airlines.  
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The Challenge 
 

The Do the Write Thing Challenge is an initiative of the National Campaign to Stop 
Violence. This program gives middle school students a chance to examine how violence 
affects their lives. Students are asked to submit any form of written expression to 
answer the following questions: 

 How has violence affected my life? 

 What are the causes of youth violence? 

 What can I do about youth violence? 
 
The student submissions are read by a diverse group of professionals and ten 
exceptional writings are chosen. Five boys and five girls are honored at a celebration at 
the State Capitol in Helena. At this celebration, the boy and girl whose writings are 
deemed to be the most thought provoking and responsive to the questions are 
announced. These two students, along with their teachers and one parent or guardian 
will participate in the Do the Write Thing National Recognition Ceremony in 
Washington, D.C., June 14-18, 2014. These two students’ writings will be joined with 
others from around the country, and a leather-bound copy of the student writings will 
be placed in the Library of Congress. 
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Ilea Fercho 
 

8th Grade 

Monforton School 

Bozeman 

Teacher: Nora Martin 
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Marissa Marshall 
 

8th Grade 

Shields Valley School 

Clyde Park 

Teacher: Lacey Arthun 

  



2014 Do the Write Thing Challenge 

 

Montana Board of Crime Control Page 10 

 

 
  



2014 Do the Write Thing Challenge 

 

Montana Board of Crime Control Page 11 

 



2014 Do the Write Thing Challenge 

 

Montana Board of Crime Control Page 12 

 

 
  



2014 Do the Write Thing Challenge 

 

Montana Board of Crime Control Page 13 

 

 
 
 
 

Alfred Peterson 
 

7th Grade 

Dillon Middle School 

Dillon 

Teacher: Becky Telling 
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Morgan Raw 
 

8th Grade 

Shields Valley School 

Clyde Park 

Teacher: Lacey Arthun 
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Noah Shaver 
 

8th Grade 

Canyon Creek School 

Billings 

Teacher: Brittney Kolstad 
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Gabe Shelton 
 

8th Grade 

Shields Valley School 

Clyde Park 

Teacher: Lacey Arthun 
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Issac Tavera 
 

8th Grade 

East Middle School 

Butte 

Teacher: Theo Davis 
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Faith Uzenski 
 

8th Grade 

Monforton School 

Bozeman 

Teacher: Nora Martin 
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Francesca Valendez 
 

8th Grade 

Poplar Middle School 

Poplar 

Teacher: Morgan Norgaard 
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Rachel Villegas 
 

8th Grade 

St. Francis Upper 

Billings 

Teacher: Bill Hope 
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